
IDENTIFICATION 
HOusE MOusE (Mus musculus) 

Small, slender bodied rodent 
that has a slightly pointed nose, 
large sparsely haired ears, and 
long semi-hairless and scaly 
tail. Body size ranges from 2  
to 3  inches long. Body color is 
generally grayish brown with a 
gray or buff belly.

HArvEsT MOusE (Reithrodontomys spp.) 
Small mouse with slender tail 
and prominent ears.

 

DEEr MOusE (Peromyscus spp.) 
Similar in size to the common 
house mouse except for larger 
and more prominent ears and 
eyes. Some deer mice have 
white fur on their belly, feet, and 
underside of tail. 

MEADOw vOlEs (Microtus californicus)  
Also known as meadow or field 
mice, these small rodents are 
often mistaken for rats or gophers. 
Voles can be distinguished by 
their heavy body, short legs, hairy 
tail, small ears, and blunt nose. 

sIGNs OF INFEsTATION 
DrOppINGs are about  inch long and pointed. 
Droppings may be found along runways, in feeding 
areas and near nests/shelter. 

urINE sTAINs may occur along travel ways or in 
feeding areas. 

GNAwING may be visible on doors, ledges, in corners, 
in wall material, on stored materials, or on other surfaces 
(especially wood). 

sOuNDs such as gnawing, scratching, running, climbing, 
and squeaking are common when mice are present. 

MICE 
prevention & Control

Contra Costa Mosquito & vector Control District
155 Mason Circle ¥ Concord, CA 94520
(925) 771-6172 office ¥ (925) 685-0266 fax 
www.ContraCostaMosquito.com 

Mosquitoes
inspection and control

Mosquitofish
free for residential ponds

YellowjaCkets 
and Bees

Ground-nest and  
swarm control

tiCks
tick identification

Rats and MiCe
inspection  
and advice

skunks
inspection  

and assistance

fRee services for  
Contra Costa County Residents

PuBliC eduCation
literature and presentations

AbOuT CONTrA COsTA 
MOsquITO & vECTOr 
CONTrOl DIsTrICT
Protecting Public health since 1927
Early in the 1900s, Northern California suffered through 
epidemics of encephalitis and malaria, and severe 
outbreaks of saltwater mosquitoes. At times, parts of 
Contra Costa County were considered uninhabitable 
resulting in the closure of waterfront areas and schools 
during peak mosquito seasons. Recreational areas were 
abandoned and Realtors had trouble selling homes. 
The general economy suffered. As a result, residents 
established the Contra Costa Mosquito Abatement 
District which began service in 1927.

Today, the Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector 
Control District continues to protect public health with 
environmentally sound techniques, reliable and efficient 
services, as well as programs to combat emerging 
diseases, all while preserving and/or enhancing the 
environment.

scan. 
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stay healthy.



2. using Toxic bait 
Carefully monitored toxic bait may be needed to 
achieve adequate control when mice are numerous. 
The bait may be purchased from hardware stores, feed 
stores, and nurseries. 

Using toxic bait indoors is not always advisable because 
of the potential danger to children and pets. Also, mice 
could die in the walls, attic, or under the house resulting 
in odor problems. When placing the bait outdoors, it is 
important to use only materials that are registered for 
outdoor use. Weatherproof bait secured in tamper-
proof bait stations are recommended. Tamper-proof 
bait stations prevent children, pets, and non-target 
animals from gaining access to the bait, as well as 
protect the bait from the weather. 

All placed toxic bait must be checked often and 
replenished immediately when the supply is low. When 
signs of populations have diminished, uneaten bait should 
be removed and disposed of according to the label. 

sAFETY 
take precautions when disposing of dead mice or 
cleaning heavily soiled areas. 

DO NOT HANDlE MICE with bare hands! AlwAYs wear 
rubber gloves or use a shovel to pick up dead mice. 

MIsT DEAD MICE, nest, droppings, and any other soiled 
items with a general-purpose household disinfectant. 

plACE DEAD MICE in two sealable bags and dispose of 
in an outside trash container. 

vACuuMING Or swEEpING up droppings is NOT 
recommended. Mist, then wipe up droppings with a 
disposable towel or cloth. 

AlwAYs rEAD and follow label directions.

a Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control district 
employee can advise homeowners on appropriate 
baiting and/or trapping procedures, and will provide 
other information on the prevention and control of 
rats and mice. 

MICE FACTs
¥ Mice have poor vision, but a keen sense of smell, 

taste, hearing, and touch.

¥ Mice are agile climbers.

¥ Mice can fit through openings as small as  inch in 
diameter. 

¥ Life expectancy is 12 to 18 months.

¥ Mice may breed year round and have five to 10 
litters per year, with five to six young born 19 to 20 
days after mating.

¥ Mice eat many types of food, but prefer seeds and 
grain. They are not hesitant to eat new foods and are 
considered Ònibblers.Ó Mice require less than 1/20 
ounce of water daily, but can also obtain water from 
the food they eat. 

¥ Mice normally travel an area averaging 10 to 30 feet 
in diameter. 

¥ Mice and other rodents are potential carriers of 
diseases.

rATs & MICE sErvICEs
Homeowners, business owners, or any group in Contra 
Costa County can request a site visit to assist them 
with rodent issues. District services include rodent 
identification (rodent need not be present) and advice 
for prevention and control. We make house calls! 
Detailed report issued. District employees do not bait or 
set traps, but provide valuable, detailed information, 
guidance and recommendations.

 

prEvENTION & CONTrOl 
Effective prevention and control of mice involves 
three aspects: rodent-proof construction (exclusion), 
removal of food and harborage, and population control. 

rODENT-prOOF CONsTruCTION 
(ExClusION) 
¥ Close all openings  inch or larger. 
¥ Repair or replace damaged vent screens. 
¥ Screen vents, holes, and overlapping roofs with  

16 to 20 gauge  inch hardware cloth. 
¥ Use sheet metal collars around pipe entrances on 

wooden walls. 
¥ Use cement fills around pipe in brick, stone, or stucco 

walls. 
¥ Use sheet metal edging along door bottoms to 

prevent entry and gnawing. 
¥ Crawl space entry holes must be sealed with a tight 

fitting door. 

rEMOvAl OF FOODs & HArbOrAGE 
¥ Remove bird feed, fruit, nuts, and pet food. 
¥ Clear ground of debris and garbage and elevate 

trashcans. 
¥ Keep lawn, ground cover, and shrubbery well trimmed. 
¥ Elevate woodpiles and lumber 18 inches and store 12 

inches away from walls and fences. 

pOpulATION CONTrOl 
Two additional ways to help control mice populations 
in and around your property are trapping and using 
toxic bait: 

1. Trapping 
Trapping indoors is the preferred 
method since dead mice 
can be easily removed. There 
are several types of traps 

available. The most common and inexpensive trap is a 
wooden Òsnap trap.Ó There are two sizes available. The 
smaller of the two is designed for mice. It is very important 
to choose the proper size trap. Several traps should be 
set to maximize trapping effectiveness. Multiple catch 
live traps can be used as alternatives for snap traps. 

Several types of bait can be used: peanut butter, 
moistened oatmeal, grain, nuts, or fruit slices are often 
effective. For best results, try using several different baits 
to see which is best accepted. 

Placement of traps is crucial for effective trapping. Traps 
should be placed in areas where mice or droppings 
have been seen. 


