
CONTRA COSTA MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING
MINUTES No. 02-5

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control
District was held on Tuesday, September 10, 2002, in the District Office at 155 Mason Circle,
Concord, California.

TRUSTEES PRESENT Russ Belleci
Nancy Brownfield
John Hall
Richard Head
David Jameson
Charles Lupsha
Jeannette Mahoney
Richard Mank
Tim McDonough
Richard Means
Earl Mortenson
Daniel Pellegrini
Myrto Petreas
Johnny Poon
Ronald Tervelt
Dick Vesperman

TRUSTEES EXCUSED James Pinckney

TRUSTEES ABSENT David Carpenter
Jon Elam
Heather Gibson

OTHERS PRESENT Craig Downs, General Manager
Fran Buchanan, IEDA
Nancy Fontaine, Secretary
Mark Cornelius, General Counsel
Ray Waletzko, Administrative Analyst
Karl Malamud-Roam, Environmental Projects Manager
Deborah Bass, Public Relations Officer
Steve Schutz, Entomologist
Gale Jirik, Field Supervisor

1. President Mahoney called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. A roll call indicated that 16 Trustees were present, one was excused, three were absent,
and there were two vacancies.

3. The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AS POSTED

** Motion was made by Trustee Pellegrini and seconded by Trustee Head to approve the



Agenda as posted.  Motion passed.

5. PUBLIC INPUT ON NON AGENDA ITEMS

6. CONSENT CALENDAR

A. MINUTES - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 02-4, REGULAR BOARD MEETING
HELD ON JULY 8, 2002, AS AMENDED. Richard Means requested roll be
amended to reflect his attendance.

B. EXPENDITURES - APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES
OF JULY 1, 2002 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2002, INCLUDING CHECKS NO.
54292 THROUGH NO. 54419, IN THE AMOUNT OF $181,118.86

C. PAYROLL - APPROVAL OF PAYROLL EXPENDITURES
OF JULY 1, 2002 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2002, INCLUDING CHECKS NO.
9101 THROUGH NO. 9300, IN THE AMOUNT OF $707,627.38

D. INVESTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT FOR JUNE 2002 & 
JULY 2002

** Motion was made by Trustee Pellegrini and seconded by Trustee Brownfield to approve
the Consent Calendar, as amended.  Motion passed.

7. CLOSED SESSION 7:10 p.m.

A. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS

CONFERENCE WITH DANIEL PELLEGRINI, CHAIR OF PERSONNEL
COMMITTEE, FRAN BUCHANAN, IEDA, AND CRAIG DOWNS, GENERAL
MANAGER, AS DISTRICT NEGOTIATORS, TO REVIEW THE DISTRICT’S
POSITION ON SALARY AND BENEFITS FOR REPRESENTED EMPLOYEES,
PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE 54957.6(a).  

Titles:  All represented employees (SEIU Local 790)

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 7:25 p.m.

REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION - No action to report.

8. ACTION ITEMS

A. Personnel Committee Report
Trustee Pellegrini reported that the committee met with employees regarding the
general grievance letter.  Several employees addressed the committee.  In the
future, employees were reminded to follow the district’s open door policy or
grievance procedure in the Memorandum of Understanding. There will be joint
management-union complaint resolution meetings this winter outlining the
correct process.

The committee revisited their past recommendation that the Field Supervisor
position be reclassified to Operations Manager, and change the salary range for
the new position.  The committee reaffirms this recommendation. A short



discussion followed.

** Motion made by Trustee Pellegrini, seconded by Trustee Hall to reclassify the Field
Supervisor position to Operations Manager and approve the salary range for the
reclassified position.

B. Annual Report of 2001/2002 Investment Portfolio Performance (Appendix I) 
Administrative Analyst Waletzko presented the Annual Report of Investment
Portfolio Performance, as per the District Investment Policy.  Mr. Waletzko
stated that the District earned approximately $59,000 interest on general
reserves held in the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) for fiscal year
2001/2002.  The average rate of return on these funds was 3.43% and the
balance as of June 30, 2002, was $2,727,697.  

** Motion made by Trustee Jameson, and seconded by Trustee Mank to approve the
Annual Report of Investment Portfolio Performance.

9. INFORMATIONAL REPORTS

A. West Nile Virus - District Entomologist Schutz provided a Powerpoint
presentation on the biology, symptoms and control of West Nile Virus (WNV). 
Primarily a disease of birds, there have been sporadic outbreaks of human
cases throughout the old world.  West Nile Virus was discovered for the first time
in the U.S. when birds at the Bronx Zoo died concurrent with several human
cases of encephalitis. This was noteworthy because St. Louis encephalitis and
other North American viruses do not usually kill the host bird.  This strain of WNV
appears to have originated in Israel. The virus is carried by common house
mosquitoes, primarily affecting birds in the corvid family, but has infected raptors
in the Midwest.  Dr. Schutz addressed the issue of virus discovery in Los
Angeles County, and the fact that we have been aware and coping for the last 30
years with the likelihood of WEE, SLE, or any other encephalitic mosquito-borne
disease striking our service area.  Dr. Schutz reiterated that various forms of
mosquito surveillance and control on a regular basis will reduce the risk of
becoming infected.  A short question and answer period followed.

B. Storm Water Detention Basins - Environmental Projects Manager Malamud-
Roam reported on challenges posed to the District by existing and proposed
storm water management practices throughout the County.   Storm water has
traditionally been detained to reduce peak flood flows and minimize flooding of
properties downstream.  Increasingly the focus is on holding low volume flows at
the early phases of storms and/or filtering flows through dense vegetation to
catch sediment-bound pollutants.  While traditional flood control detention basins
can cause mosquito problems, this shift in objective will be increasingly
challenging for the District because it will probably lead to an increase in the
number of small, vegetated, poorly maintained, temporarily wet habitats in
residential and other populated areas.  Recent research by the Department of
Health Services has demonstrated that many of these facilities produce large
quantities of mosquitoes, including those that are probably going to vector West
Nile Virus in California.  A particular concern is a proposal by the San Francisco
Regional Water Quality Control Board to accelerate the requirements for on-site
storm water management on small sites in Contra Costa County, a move which
the District plans to oppose.  The District will continue to work with water quality



regulators and other wetlands advocates to find methods of managing wetlands
without unacceptable mosquito production, but the District should also consider
revisions to our plan review and abatement procedures, as land owners and
managers will increasingly feel caught between regulations encouraging
wetlands development and our source reduction recommendations.

Update on Public Affairs Activities - Public Affairs Officer Bass gave a
presentation, including an overview of the history of her program.  In 2001,
Public Affairs was incorporated with, and in addition to, community education,
which consisted primarily of conducting presentations in schools and hosting
fairs and events.  All publications were redesigned with a new mosquito logo, to
afford simple recognition.  Eight ads were placed in local newspapers at strategic
times of the year.  A tabloid was distributed in the Contra Costa Times, outlining
the history of the district, as well as promoting the services that we offer.  Inserts
were placed in water bills in the City of Antioch, notifying residents of the
services that we offer.  Awareness is rising and people are becoming educated
as to the meaning of vector, as well as their part in helping with vector control. 
Ad cards were placed in 238 buses (AC Transit and County Connection) which
over 2 million people saw.  Library displays are being placed, and literature is
well stocked and distributed.  

10. BOARD AND STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS

A. Board - Fly flag at half-staff for remembrance of 9/11/01.  
- It was brought up that increasing the fine for abatement from $500 to
$1,000 was only a $500 increase from 1939 to 2002.
- Discussion regarding changing health benefits took place.

B. Staff - GM Downs reminded everyone of the District Picnic on September 21st,  
 2002.

11. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

I certify the above minutes were approved as read or corrected at a meeting of the
Board of Trustees held on September 10, 2002.

------------------------------------------
Richard Mank
Secretary, Board of Trustees
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